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Full Membership

In order to obtain full membership in San Jose RACES, a set of Basic Training Requirements must be met.  The completion of these requirements is recognized by the award of the yellow RACES T-shirt, which then becomes the main part of your ‘uniform’.

Basic Training Requirements

1) Module 1: SEMS/ICS (3 hours)

2) Module 2: San Jose Prepared Orientation (90 Minutes)

3) Module 3: Basic Radio Techniques (3 hours)

a) Radio Procedures

b) Field Assignments

4) Module 4: EOC Operation (3 Hours)

5) Operational Experience 

Module 1: SEMS/ICS

Upon completion of this module, each student should be able to explain  the State Emergency Management System (SEMS) and how SEMS is used by the City of San Jose to respond to emergencies.  This instruction includes use of the Incident Command System (ICS). This class is taught by Dr. Frances Edwards-Winslow, Director of the Office of Emergency Services. 

Whenever there are approximately 10 RACES member signed up for the course, arrangements are made for a Saturday AM session.  If you wish to enroll, send email to the training officer, Donald, KF6JMQ at kf6jmq@arrl.net
Module 2: San Jose Prepared Orientation

Upon Completion of this module, each student should be able to: 

1. Explain the purpose of the San Jose Prepared program

2. Explain the relationship between San Jose Prepared and the San Jose RACES programs, and how the programs interact.

3. Support the San Jose Prepared Program 

4. Understand what is expected of San Jose RACES by San Jose Prepared 

This class is normally taught for RACES members.  Whenever there are approximately 10 people signed up for the course, arrangements are made for a Saturday session of about 1-1/2 hours.  If you wish to enroll, send email to the training officer, Donald, KF6JMQ at kf6jmq@arrl.net
Module 3: Basic Amateur "HAM" Radio Operating Procedures

3A – Radio Procedures.  Basic on the air techniques including types of nets, operation of nets, net control function, message handling and priorities, relays and jamming with lab and practice sessions.

3B – Field Assignments.  Operating during an emergency including go-packs and other equipment issues, types of emergencies, activation procedure, use of clear text, handling written messages, safety tips, do’s and don’ts. Lab exercises.

Sign up for this course with the training officer, Donald, KF6JMQ at kf6jmq@arrl.net
Module 4: San Jose EOC Operation

1. Understand the basic operations of the EOC during an emergency.

2. Understand  the positions in the radio room and how each position functions during an activation.

3. Understand how messages are handled in the EOC and the duties of RACES members as Message Center coordinators.

4. Understand the use of the Emergency Message Form.

5. Understand how to use the EOC video display system.

6. Know the location of supplies for the EOC.

7. Know the location of fax, copy machines, etc.

Sign up for this course with the training officer, Donald, KF6JMQ at kf6jmq@arrl.net 

Module 5: Operational Experience 

In order to qualify for full membership, the member must have served as a Net Control operator (i.e., any Tuesday net, hospital net or an event if approved by the CRO) for three (3) times during the preceding 12 months and taken part in one of the following:

a) Field Day (last weekend in June)

b) Generator Test (last Saturday in April)

c) City Hall Evacuation Drill (every October)

d) San Jose Prepared Exercise (every April)

e) Holiday Parade

f) Other ( prior approval)
The Training Officer only keeps records on participation in Modules 1,2,3 and 4. It is the responsibility of the individual member to notify him when you have participated in any activity that you want credit for toward Module 5 completion. 
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